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Greg Wright
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Email: ron.white@defence. gov.au
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Kerry Cobbing
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Twin Cities Autosports Club lnc

Committee Members and Office Bearers for 2008

Secretarv:
Leif Hickey

Ph: (07) 47713349 (h)

Mob: 0405 150 385
Email: ldhickey@westnet.com. au

Club Captain:
Wendy Hickey

Ph: (07) 4771 3349 (h)
lVlob: 0418 254 401

Email : wendyhickey@westnet.com.au

Editor:
Wade Hickey

Ph: (07) 47713349 (h)

Mob:0413 290786
Email: wade.hickey@townsville.qld.gov.au

Social Director:
Murray Sutherland

Ph: (07) 4788 8750 (h)
lVob: 0413 528 947

Email : sslam42000@yahoo.com

Publicitv Officer:
Gary Hickey

Ph: (07) 4725 4401 (w)
Mob:0400 810232

Email : hickeycabinets@westnet.com.au

Committee Members:

Lindsay Stone, Geoff Nicol, Sam
Woodger, Nathan Mullins, Ken

Long, Greg Van Dinter

MAGAZINE SUBMISSIONS:

Anyonewishing tosubmitArticles, Information, ForSales, etc. forthe next magazine please call me orsend the
article. Closing deadline for magazine is the Thursday following meetings.

Ph & Fax; (07) 47713349 (H) E-Mail: wade.hickey@townsville.qld.gov.au
I am open to suggestions for articles in the magazine eg. Tech Tips, News and Views, etc. so don't be shy. A club
magazine is the lifeblood of a club; it informs members, sponsors (l hope you give the people that support you a
copy) and keeps the interest up. So if you have something to say, say it in the magazine so ALL members get to
know about it
Any club members that wish to promote their business please contact me with regards to magazine opportunities.
The views and opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the author's and editors and do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions of the Twin Cities Autosports Club lnc

Editor's Editorial

Not too much in this one as the Hickey family have only just returned from our NZOtago
Rally trip. Will have a story in the next magazine.

The first dirt event for the year was held on the weekend and it was great fun...willjust
have to pull a plug lead or something on Leif next meeting!

Wade (Swadey) Hickey

t

Tu'in Cities Autosporls Club Inc
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Chronicles of the ClabGaplan

Club Membership is now well past due by date. Please ensure you have
renewed your membership to ensure you can receive all the latest club news and
can participate in CAMS sanctioned events. Hassle Treasurer Kerry with your
membership dues to receive your CAMS membership card and receipt.
Mt Stuart Sprint Tarmac Rally competitor entries have closed but you can still be
involved by becoming a CAMS official. Whether you have officiating experience or
not, it does not matter, all help is greatly appreciated. Please contact Ron White or
Gary or Wendy Hickey to register your name and interest. Should be an
interesting event with competitors from northern, southern and central
Queensland battling it out for honours. Meet N Greet tickets and Presentation
Dinner tickets are still available and everyone is welcome to attend. Please
contact Wendy Hickey for more information and to obtain your tickets. Many local
businesses have thrown their support behind our Mt Stuart Sprint Tarmac Rally in
various ways, please support them in any way you can. Keep you ears and eyes
open for more information in the lead up to this major club event.
Whispers of a Cardwell Rally can still be heard. Lots of frantic behind the scenes
action is happening, whether it comes to fruition depends on lots of "politics",
action and the timeframe allowed/required. Stay tuned.
New Zealand Ofago Rally was brilliant. Congrats to all the Australians who
competed particularly our own club members who, we know had a ball. As that
well worn saying goes "they all did us proud ". Have a chat to the guys who
attended, they have some eye opening "tall" tales to tell. The grape vine tells of a
certain dynamic duo named Kenny and Oges who showed New Zealanders what *
vast knowledge NQ motor enthusiasts have about cars and their mechanics.
A wake up call came to us all in the wake of our very motor sport experienced
and lovable couple, Deb and Lance's excursion over the hill and far away. Story
did the rounds in New Zealand,let alone NQ. And that wake up call - rotl cage,
safety harness and helmef - ensure you have they best you can buy with no
short cuts. They ensure you can attend/compete at the next club event, albeit with
a bit of strapping to wayward wrists. Lesson learnt hold onto steering wheel or
safety harness not collapsing car roof.
Charters Towers Khanacross was a huge success. More attention to
organization, communication, and placement of radars will ensure this event
becomes a staple of our club. A big thank you to Colin, Sylvia and the Charters
Towers Motorcycle club. Please invite us back soon.
lf you have any issues, problems, queries or questions please contact Greg
Wright our club president, myself or your favored executive committee member
who will be able to help out or point you in the right direction.
As always please ensure Aou represent the Twin Atfus Autosports Club Inc in a
reputable mantTer st all ttmes and neuer leaue bitter or illfeelings behind uthen
deakng uithpeople andbusinesses or attendtng motor sport euents. Illfeekngs
can ltnger onfor manA Aears. This slso applies to dealings within andbefiaeen
clubmembers. wHcc26osos

Tlvin Cities Autosports Club Inc.
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Publicitv Goes Public

We had an article in the courier mail stating that the 2 day Khanacross at Charters

Towers was on. Murray managed to get on the radio waves again to give the

event a plug. See you all at the Tarmac Rally!

Gary

Secretarv's Storv

The last club meeting didn't have a quorum, so it was turned into a general
discussion. lt sounded like it was a welcoming chance to relax and get up to

speed with the progress of upcoming events and what everyone was up to. The
next meeting will be the Tuesday after the Tarmac Rally, it would be good to see a
high attendance from members.

Classifieds
{99O Gelica ST-{85 GT FOUR
This car is freshly rebuilt, well sorted,
fast and reliable. Ready for you to
compete in any tarmac rally.
Asking $22,500. Car must be sold, all
offers considered. Located Cairns.
Contact Neil on 0447 966 554 or
neilj@iinet.net.au

*r'

2OO4 Subaru RS AWD
Low km's, log book. Only real
difference between this and the
normal RS challenge car is the near
new STI close ratio box and 4.4
LSD front and rear ($10000)
$29000 but negotiable.
Phone l/urdo 041 87 64226.

Holden Gemini Rally Gar
As is condition, New Motor, Log
Booked, Full Roll Cage.
Callfor more details
$3500 ono
Sean Tiernan 0400 055 279

NISSAN S!LVIA
Engine rebuilt, new turbo,
AC, Mags, CD. Currently
registered but will run out shortly
$5200 ono with RWC
PHONE- 043901 1 083

{ 967 Ford Mustang
Rolling Shell
$2500
Phone: Norbert on 041 8 774 901

*

K.ETO Gorolla
Twin carbies, extractors, welded diff,
5k motor, lowered. great club car.
Comes with a spare car for parts.

$450.00
Phone Murray on 0413 528 947

2 x Monza Evo Race Seats
Size: Small Colour: Black
Never been used.
Retail for $650, will sell for $400 pair
or $250 separately
Phone: Kerry on 041 1 491 350

Tu,in Cities Autosports Club Inc.
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All dates listed below are subject to change.
Organiser details provided after event name

Events:

Sat-Sunday 7'h-8th June 08 - tMt Stuart Sprint Tarmac Rally Ron (0438 710 262)

Sunday 3'd August 08 - lvlt Stuart Hillclimb Round 3 Kerry (477s 2sss)

Sunday 12th October 08 - lvlt Stuart Hillclimb Round 4 Kerry (477s 2sss)

Meetinqs,'

Whd: Twin Cities Autosports CIub lVeetings
When: 2nd fVlonday of each month @7.00pm
Where. 1 1 Jackson St, Garbutt (Hickey Cabinets)

Workins Bee'slTrain inq Davs:

What's On!

What: Tarmac Rally Officials Briefing & Clean-Up
When: Sunday 1"t June 08 @ 1Oam
Where: lVlt Stuart Pit Area
Bring whipper snippers, shove/g rakes, etc and sunscreen, hats, water & food

*

CAI\XS Certified Officials Training - TBA Georr Nicot (0417 614 663)

Non-TCAC Stuff:

Saturday 21't June 08 - Sea FIVI Bitumen Sprint Series Round 3

Sat-Sunday 26th-27th July 08 - Sea FlVl Bitumen Sprint Series Round 4 & 5

Saturday 23'd August 08 - Sea FIVI Bitumen Sprint Series Round 6

Saturday 4th October 09 - Sea FIVI Bitumen Sprint Series Round 7

Twin Cities Autosports Club Inc.
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Herbe nKhanac
Mav Dav Weekend

By: Deb Melrose

while you guys were all racing up the hill in Townsville, a few of us headed up to

Herberton to have a play in the r.50 Oirt' A 2 day Khanacross combined with a long

weekend is just too hard to resist. Plus, the thought of camping under the stars'

having dinner and breakfast cooked for us and fun company - what can I say' but

"let's do it!".

There was 15 entrants with a wide range of cars. The club corolla was there too'

just in case she was needed. Nicole wls there too, to replace Paris who had died

on her back with her legs in the air'

Samtand peter were there with the Starion, Nikki and Travis with the Sunny and

Deb and Lance with the Escort Mk2. As sam and peter were "Herberton Virgins"

we fert it was our Juty to warn them about how nice their car looked and how

close the trees g"i i" nice looking cars. They later found out just how close to the

truth this was.

we had a lot of fun. A few cars were "injured" though - the Escort broke an axle,

the Gemini netonging to "sticK' blew a water pump, scott's Laser broke an axle'

peter Hendry sorienlw lost the whole wheel and brake setup off his Stanza (we *
did stand around and offer a fair bit of advice to help him put it back on again

though) and the Starion - well - on the 4th relationship with a tree (different one

each time) they remodeiled the front of the poor thing and it spent the rest of the

meet on the trailer. Check out the photo of it on the next page! Kristy was in

charge of photography and got the perfect shot of it all happening! Perhaps next

timeihey will bri"ng'^ " , thal doesnlt look so nice and one that actually misses

trees!

But wait! I came first in the Ladies class and Nikki came second! Travis got a

trophy too and Lance missed out - only because the Escort broke an axle and

there were atre-oy 3 people driving the club Corolla. So he took on a supervisory

role. The club Coiolla was an "inteiesting" (another way of saying scary) car to

drive. Sam, peter and I had a good thraJh in it so that we could finish the event' lt

was good to have it there to use.

As I said, we all had fun and now we wait keenly for the next event'

Trvin Cities AutosPorls Club Inc.
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The trees are known for their nasty bite up at Herberton

The mighty Stump and his
brilliant blue escort return to
take 3'd place honours and
show the young-ins how a
Khanacross is done

Twin Cities Autosports Club Inc.
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c PK, r lnvi ion lRa
M'av 70 . 2008

By: Deb Melrose

As both the Rocky and Kirknie Rallies have been cancelled this year, we got a bit

excited about goiig Jo*n to Karpowar to race in the centrar eueensland club's

rally in the KalPowar Forrest.

we headed off on Thursday afternoon and stopped for the night at carmilla' we

finished the drive down to calliope and up into the forest park on Friday. what a

top spot to have a rally and camping in the forest, camping area was excellent'

we were greeted, on our arrival, by-some of the organisers of the rally, Anthony

and Vicki - what a nice friendly buhch of people, considering we didn't know

anyqne. But it goes to show tlrat all the articles I have written, about events and

p"6pfu, actualty get read - Anthony knew who I was!

The rally was organised so that we could do reconnaissance over the whole route

on Saturday moining then start racing before lunch. Believe me, I do still get quite

nervous prior to star{ing and yes I did get teased about that tool

our rally adventure was quite short lived. we had a major off at the end of ss1

and took the scenic route down the steep bank. The corner went right and we

went over the edge, rolled twice and landed on our wheels. The poor mighty *

Escort is a bit *oise of wear and definitely needs major work' The

rescuer/recovery crew was excellent and handled the incident really

professionally. There was a possibility that Lance had major neck injuries, so the

whole spinalinlury procedure was pri into the program' The guy: were fantastic'

When we rolled, t'he first point of impact was the drivers side roof, so Lance's

helmet too a big hit when the roof squashed down. Then we rolled again and the

same thing hap-pened again. We were a bit concerned about his neck - he does

wear a collar when he races and this probably helped. Luckily I was okay, only

bruised and battered. The hospital staff and ambulance crew were excellent as

were the care Flight helicopter guys who flew him to Bundaberg for cr scans/X-

rays. I would reatt-y like to thankLveryone involved, from the rally organisers to

FIV guys, ambulance crew, hospital staff and helicopter crew.

Peter and a couple of other guys spent a fair bit of time winching our car up the

drop off and then peter drove it back to rally HQ and put it on the truck. The next

day I drove to Bundaberg and picked Lance up complete with neck collar and

drove back to Townsville-. Peter drove our truck and caravan back on Sunday

night.

Further x-rays showed that Lance had 2 compressed vertebrae in his Thoracic

spine, but we are okay. The Escort looks a bit sad though!

Twin Cities AutosPorls Club Inc
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We have learnt from the little experience. Next time, I will practice riding in a

tumble dryer before we go racing! Seriously though, thank goodness for roll

cages, 3 inch harnesseJand new helmets. They all saved our lives. So, all you

guis who have read this and have rally cars, please have a look and make sure

you have the best safety gear you can manage!

We will be out of action for a while, rebuilding the lean, mean racing machine -
but we will be backl

WANTED TO BUY

Escort Rally Car, readY to race.
Pleape phone 47727292
It wifl save us a lot of work if we can find one!

Joke Time

15 Way's a company car is superior to a private car.

1. They accelerate at a phenomenal rate.
2. They travel faster in all gears, especially reverse.
3. They enjoy a much shorter braking distance.
4. They can take bumps at twice the speed as private cars'
S. Oil, battery, tire pressures and fluid levels do not need to be checked nearly so

much as a private car.
6. They have a much tighter turning radius.
7. The floor is shaped like an ashtray.
8. They only burn the cheapest gas available.
9. They do not have to be garaged at night.
10. They can be driven up to 150 miles with the oil warning light on.

11. They need cleaning less often, especially inside.
12. The suspension and trunk floor are reinforced to allow concrete slabs and

other heavy building materials to be carried.
13. They are adapted to allow reverse to be engaged while the car is still in
fonrvard motion.
14. The tire side walls are designed for bumping into and over curbs.

15. Unusual and alarming engine noises are easily eliminated by the adjustment
of the radio volume control.

*

Trvin Cities Autosports Club Inc.
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Wheelspin

The Twin Cities Autosports Club is seeking expressions of interest from
businesses within the club or involved with motorsport to have a nominated

space allocated (in black & white) in the magazine advertising their
business/services. This will be free. Anyone wishing to advertise please contact

the Wheelspin Editor or Club Captain (details can be found on page 2).

IMPORTANT GENERAL NOTICE

The Glub Meeting night is the 2ND MONDAY OF EACH
MONTH , at 11 Jackson St Garbutt (Hickey Cabinets)

If the meeting night tal1s on a Public Holiday, the meeting will be on the Tuesday night instead. If you are unable to find the

rnceting, please contact one ol'the board members (dctails on page 2).

THaNxS To oUR REGULAR SPoNSoRS:

22 Punari St
Toumrville

QLD4812
Phaner t07l rl.725 2I1I
Fax: {O7} 4?ZS 14OB

Emai I : bmt$brakem art,com.Bu
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